
TOWN COUNCIL OF FRINTON AND WALTON 

MINUTES of the Recreation and Amenities Committee
 
held at the Council House, Frinton-on-Sea,
 

on Thursday 22ndth May 2014 commencing at 7.15 p.m.
 

Present: 

Councillors J. Robertson (Chairman), Mrs 1. Johnson, BJ. Johnson, 
R.J. Bucke, C.S. Keston, Mrs J. King, E. T. Allen 

Absent: 
All in attendance 

In Attendance: 

Mrs M Liles - Town Clerk 

01 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None 

02 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
Cllr J. Robertson was proposed, seconded and there being no other nominations Cllr Robertson was 
duly elected. 

03 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
CUr Mrs. J. King was proposed, seconded and there being no other nominations Cllr Mrs. J. King 
was duly elected 

04 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH APRIL 2014 
RESOLVED 

that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 10lh 

May 2014 (pages 17 - 19) be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

05 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING 
(a) Minute 58 - CUr Mrs J. King stated that she had heard comments that the paint colour of the 
Colonnade was disliked but it was felt that it was now clean and would be easy to keep it that way. 
It was noted that the District Council had stated that it was too expensive to put water on in this area 
but this could be revisited. 
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06 
COLUMBINE CENTRE 
(a) The Town Clerk gave some information on 2 bookings that had been lost due to the increase in 
hiring fees at the weekend. There was also another booking not affected by the price increase who 
had decided not to run anymore. There were enquiries coming in for new bookings including a Big 
Band Concert in October. There was some concern about the loss of bookings and the Clerk was 
meeting with one of the hirers to discuss this. A mission statement was mentioned that the Town 
Council should maintain the use of the Columbine Centre whilst minimising the costs to the tax 
payer. 

RECOMMENDED 

that this Committee meets every three weeks for the foreseeable future in order to move 
projects along. 

(b) The Clerk had been looking into other caterers and it would seem that the Council either go with 
someone like Bespoke who would give a percentage of their profits to the Council but would 
virtually take over all the catering at the Columbine but would also promote the venue, produce a 
booklet and provide a wedding planner or we have an arrangement with a smaller caterer who 
would come in when we required the cafe to be open and again give us a percentage of the profits. 
This arrangement would not tie us down but would provide a lesser service. Following a discussion 
it was felt that other caterers should be approached for details of their services including the one 
that the Clerk had already met with who was preparing her proposal. 
(c) A price had been obtained for the broken spotlight and for new stage curtains from Custom 
Group Ltd who had been at the Columbine Centre today to demonstrate the spot light and measure 
for the curtains. A discount for the 2 jobs had resulted in a substantial discount. A further price for 
an auto follower for the spotlight should be obtained. 

RECOMMENDED 

that the spotlight as demonstrated and the new curtains be ordered from Custom Group Ltd 
and enquiries be made about an auto follower. 

(d) The recommendation from the Fire Engineers was a need to purchase extinguishers to cover the 
rear exits and the reception office the cost to supply and fit with appropriate signs would be 
£198.90. 

RECOMMENDED 

that these extra extinguishers be purchased. 
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07 

FESTIVE LIGHTS 
The Clerk had obtained firm quotes from Festive Impact Lighting Ltd and Aylesford Electrical 
Contractors Ltd. Both of these contractors were approved by Essex County Council. It was noted 
that there was a considerable difference in price and that Festive Impact was inclusive of storage, 
installation and maintenance whereas the other quote had a basic cost plus extra costs for 
maintenance call outs etc. Catalogues were perused and preferred street lamp motifs chosen. 

RECOMMENDED 

that the quote from Festive Impact Lighting be taken up with actual lights to be agreed by 
ward Councillors. 

08 
SHELTERS 
(a) The Town Clerk was still waiting for the meeting to discuss the area around the Zig Zag shelter 
to take place, when the shelter would also be discussed. 
(b) A suitably qualified person to mend the clock face on the Clock Tower shelter was still being 

sought. 
(c) A discussion took place with regard to the Sea Front Shelter in Walton and Cllr B Johnson 
informed the meeting that water had come through the tiles and the felt and it had originally been 
left to dry out but the damage was difficult to repair. Following a discussion it was agreed that the 
tiles needed to come off and the felt replaced and Cllr Johnson agreed to give a costing for the work 
needing to be carried out. 

09 
A MUGA AREA FOR FRINTON 
The Clerk had looked into prices for the apparatus and advised that safety surface may be needed as 
well as insurance cover in case of accidents. It was noted that permission from the District Council 
as it was their land would also be needed and the Clerk was asked to seek this as the first step. 

10 
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED 
that pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to 
exclude the press and public from the meeting for the following items of business because of 
their special and confidential nature. 

11 
TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION AND REVISED PLANS ON THE 
ALTERNATIVE PROPOSED EXTENSION AND ALTERATIONS TO THE COLUMBINE 
CENTRE AND TO DECIDE ON THE WAY FORWARD 
Revised plans had been received today and these were circulated. It was agreed that another 
meeting with the Architect should be sought to discuss some minor changes. 
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12 
WALTON MARKET 
The Chairman allowed some discussion to take place with regard to the new charges for stall 
holders as agreed by the Council as it was mooted that these should be brought in gradually and not 
immediately. 

There being no further matters to consider, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.05 pm. 

CHAIRMAN
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