
TOWN COUNCIL OF FRINTON AND WALTON 

MINUTES of the Recreation and Amenities Committee 
held at the Council House, Frinton-on-Sea, 

Thursday, 14th August 2014 commencing at 7.15 pm 

Present: 

Councillors J. Robertson Chairman 
Councillors E.T. Allen, R.J. Bucke, Mrs I. Johnson, C.S. Keston, 

M.A. Cossens 

Absent: 

Councillors B.J. Johnson, Mrs. J. King 

In Attendance 

Mrs M. Liles - Town Clerk 

38 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr B.J. Johnson and from Cllr C.S Keston who would 
be a little late. 

39 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th July 2014 
RESOLVED 

that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 24th 
July 2014 (pages 9- 12) be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
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40 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING 

Minute 31 a, page 9 - The Clerk reported that the laptops at the Columbine Centre were not 
programmed to be able to be used as a promotional aid and there was also a problem of where they 
could be put to be seen but not stolen. 
Minute 31 c, page 10 -- The Clerk, after shopping around, had managed to negotiate with Sound and 
Vision for the fridge to be delivered, installed and the old fridge taken away for the total cost of 
£270 and this was on order. 
Minute 31 e, page 10 - In answer to a question the Clerk informed Members that she had spoken to 
the Bowls Club about the Town Council's preferred supplier but it would appear that Greengauge 
Surfaces had changed hands and were no longer used by the Bowls Club for maintenance and 
therefore it was likely that the Bowls Club Committee would choose the other supplier. As this was 
the dearest quote it was mooted that maybe the Bowls Club should pay a little more than half the 
cost. 
Minute 35, page 12 - Cllrs Bucke and Keston offered their apologies for missing the Allotment 
Inspections. 

41 
COLUMBINE CENTRE 

(a) Promotional Activities and Bookings 
A list of future bookings excluding regular hires at the Centre had been included in the papers and 
was noted by those present. A question was raised about the Flying Club and whether they actually 
flew model planes but the Clerk was unsure and would try to find out. The Clerk was getting 
together the material for the new promotional folder. 
(b) To discuss any maintenance issues 
The Fire Escape was damaged and the Chairman reported it was just the top grill. A quote had been · 
obtained for the vegetation removal from the roof and this was given approval to go ahead with the 
work. The Clerk reported that an engineer was coming out to the Cold Room as the temperature 
was too high. The cost was estimated at £75.95 but if there were serious problems this could be 
increased. It was noted that there was probably a problem with the gases. 
(c) To receive an update on the caterers 
The figures for the previous month had revealed a loss and August was looking worse. Prices were 
being sought for an advert in the local paper and Laura had suggested running maybe a Comedy 
Night in October to promote the Columbine and themselves. It was reported that the food facility 
had not been open during the advertised times and the Clerk would take this up with Tasteful 
Catering. 
(d) Frinton Summer Dance Event 

The Clerk reported that the invoice sent for the promotional afternoon event had been paid. The 
Clerk mentioned there were problems with getting firm closing times from the company and this 
was making staffing difficult especially as the Columbine was busy with events over the weekend as 
well. 
(e) To note Criminal Damage to the Outside of the Columbine and subsequent action 
The Clerk reported that damage had been caused by youths to the trellis which had since been 
repaired by the Caretaker. The incident had been reported to the Police on 10 I who had not passed 
the information to the local police. The Clerk had informed Sgt Gerard and PCSO's had attended 
but were having problems with the images. Cllr Allen offered some advice on this. 
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42 
FESTIVE LIGHTS 
The Clerk reported that the new lights for Walton were being manufactured and she was waiting for 
a new invoice for this year from Mrs. Heath. 

43 
SEA FRONT SHELTERS 
The Clerk reported that the work was being carried out on the Clock Tower Shelter. 

Quotes were awaited for the Bathhouse Shelter. A discussion took place about a list of preferred 
contractors especially for specialist work. This was already in place but could be updated and 
verified. 

44 
A GOAL END AREA FOR FRINTON-ON-SEA 
The Clerk had gone back to the District Council and the response was an apology for the delay in 
responding but the request has now been considered and the District Council did not think this 
would add benefit and is not in keeping with the area. Some discussion about other activities 
including kite surfmg that was going on along the sea front and on the greensward. The Clerk was 
asked to go back to ask whether this decision had been made by Councillors or Officers. 

Cllr Keston would raise the question about improving the Great Holland Play Area at the next 
Residents Association Meeting. It was thought that 106 money could be used for this and asked if 
this could be considered for more play equipment. It was agreed that further investigation and proof 
of need should be established and if this was produced then it would be a future agenda item. 
Members also considered fitness equipment to be installed in the Town Council area and if sites are 
identified this could also be a future agenda item. 

45 
BUS SHELTERS 
The Clerk had obtained 2 quotes for maintenance work on the Bus Shelter in Halstead Road, Kirby
le-Soken and Walton Road Frinton. These were studied and it was agreed that the work could be 
authorised and go ahead. 

46 
ALLOTMENTS 
(a) Report from the Allotment Inspection held 6th August 2014 
This had been circulated and the following matters were discussed. Overgrown plots, different 
structures, livestock and bees were noted. It was disappointing to find 2 ducks now on a plot where 
there was a dispute over the permission for chickens. A caravan on a plot would need to be moved 
and there was other materials noted that should not be on the plots. The staff were carrying out 
more regular inspections and letters had been sent out recently again to plot holders not abiding by 
the rules. The ditch at the Kirby allotments was very overgrown and could have added to the 
flooding. A quote had been obtained to clear this ditch on the allotment land for the sum of £160 
and it was agreed to accept this quote. 
(b) To receive quotes with regard to the new Gate at Witton Wood allotments 
These were still awaited as the Chairman was doing the specification. 
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(c) To discuss a request to keep bees on Plot 9 at Kirby Allotment Site 
A written request had been received and it was agreed that permission should be given for the 1 

hive but a request should be made to the plot holder to move the hive further away from the path. 
(d) To receive a Draft revised Allotment Agreement and to agree any changes to the rent payable as 
from 1st October 2015. 
The Clerk had taken advice and researched some other agreements and drafted out a revised 
agreement for the Council to agree. It was noted that if we allow hens and ducks these should be 
limited to 3 per family and would need a daily check on their condition from Council Staff. 
Discussion took place and it was felt that those with permission should be allowed to remain but not 
replaced and new applications should be refused. It was agreed to finalise and agree the new 
Allotment Agreements at the next meeting of this Committee along with any changes to the rents for 
the year commencing 1st October 2015. 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

CHAIRMAN 
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