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TOWN COUNCIL OF FRINTON AND WALTON 

 

MINUTES of the Recreation and Amenities Committee 

held at the Council House, Frinton-on-Sea, 

Thursday, 23rd September 2021 commencing at 7.15 pm 

 

Present: 

Councillors:    Mrs A. Oxley, (Chairman) 

 E.T. Allen, Mrs L. Allen, P.R. Clifton, D. Oxley, Mrs I. Johnson, Mrs F. Robertson 

and Fiona Knowles. 

 

Absent: 

Councillors:  Miss P. Walford, C.S. Keston. 

 

In Attendance: 

Town Clerk:  J. Wedge. 

 

 

28 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were apologies from Councillors C.S. Keston and Miss P. Walford.    

 

29  

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

It was moved, seconded and   

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee held on 12th 

August 2021 (pages 7 – 9) be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

30  

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING 

Councillor Mrs A. Oxley reported that she had a very productive meeting with John Fox (TDC) and 

Richard Fletcher to look at improving local cycle pathways. 

 

Councillor Mrs F. Robertson reported on a meeting that had taken place to look at improving road 

safety measures at roads adjacent to Great Holland playground. The suggestion was made to put an 

extra gate on to prevent children running into the road. However, a small car park was again mooted 

as a better solution. 

 

There were no other matters arising from the minutes of the Recreation and Amenities Committee 

held on 12th August 2021. 

 

31 

COLUMBINE CENTRE  

(a) The report on Columbine Centre bookings was noted.  

(b) Councillor E.T. Allen requested that he be given a clear mandate to negotiate the purchase of the 

freehold of the Columbine Centre though no details of the cost of this matter were provided. It was 

noted that if the purchase price is too high it may take many years before the saving of the relatively 
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low annual ground rent of £6500 matches the purchase price. There has been a long history of dispute 

of ownership of the Columbine Centre with Tendring DC which led to the Town Council employing 

a barrister in the past to protect its considerable investment in building and owning the Columbine 

Centre. However, the committee members gave their support to Councillor E.T. Allen to explore his 

idea and it was moved, seconded and  

 

Unanimously RECOMMENDED: 

 

That Councillor E.T. Allen should hold exploratory talks with Tendring DC about buying the 

Columbine Centre and report back to the Town Council with full details of what this may 

involve. 

 

Members also discussed other land Tendring DC had for sale in Walton on the Naze at Poplar Way 

as well as Walton Skate Park. Members decided that no negotiations for these sites should be 

undertaken at present. 

 

32 

GLYPHOSATE REPORT 

The Committee considered a report about glyphosate. Councillor E.T. Allen said that he had spoken 

to Tendring DC about this matter and he had been assured that the spraying methods used were safe. 

He also noted that he received many complaints about weeds. Councillor D Oxley noted that dogs 

may be affected by other substances such as rat poison. Councillor Clifton had researched the subject 

and said that there were contradictory reports about glyphosate and suggested that Tendring DC be 

asked to explore alternative methods of weed control. The Town Clerk was asked to write to Tendring 

DC about this matter. 

 

33  

CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY 

Members discussed what could be done about climate change and it was agreed that attending the 

EALC training course would help. Councillors Clifton and Fiona Knowles agreed to attend the 

course and asked to be booked onto it. 

 

34 

FRINTON RAILWAY GATES 

Members discussed a project that the Heritage Trust are undertaking to restore and move the Railway 

Gates to a more prominent position near the existing gates. The project is expected to cost £6000 and 

members agreed to contribute £1000 to it so it was moved, seconded and  

 

RECOMMENDED: 

 

That £1000 be contributed to the restoration of the Frinton Railway Gates project. 

 

35 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

The quotations for additional work on lamp columns to prepare them for Christ mas lights from 

Aylesford Electrical totalling £6386 were discussed. It was agreed that the Town Clerk should say 

no to this additional cost and if necessary, explore an alternative provider. 
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36 

TENDRING/HARWICH BRASS BAND 

Members discussed a request for a reduced rate for hiring the Columbine Centre for a local brass 

band concert. It was agreed that no lower rate should be offered as this would set a precedent and 

also would not be fair to existing users who are charged the standard rate. 

 

37 

ALLOTMENTS 

(a) The decision of Tendring District Council to sell various assets including the Pole Barn Lane 

allotment site was discussed and it was agreed that the likely outcome is that Tendring DC 

would sell the site to Frinton and Walton Town Council for a nominal sum but nothing had 

been agreed yet.  

 

38 

BUS AND SEA FRONT SHELTERS 

There were no matters discussed relating to bus and seafront shelters. 

 

AOB 

There were no further matters that the Chairman considered urgent, those present were thanked for 

their attendance and the meeting closed at 8.05pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 


