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_TOWN MAYOR

It has been an honour and a pleasure to serve as Town Mayor for Frinton & Walton Town
Council this past year. | have served on this Council for nine years and this has been my first
time ‘in the Chair’ which has given me the opportunity to develop further in my role as
Councillor representing the electorate.

| have been supported by Deputy Mayor ClIr Delyth Miles, who has been an invaluable support
to me, and | thank her for her dedication to her role as Councillor and Deputy Mayor.

It has been a pleasure to work alongside all Members within the Council, and with the Officers
of the Council.

Community engagement and working with the public is at the heart of town and parish
councils and it's something that | am very passionate about. Much as | have wanted to
prioritise this throughout my term as Mayor, at the same time | have recognised the need to
ensure that the Council is running as efficiently as possible in order that monies raised through
the Council Tax you pay is put to its best use. | have spent much of the year working alongside



Officers to focus on this to assist in identifying where improvements can be made to help us
all achieve the best outcome for our residents.

| have delivered a budget that we’ve been able to maintain below inflation despite the ever-
increasing costs that we all see happening both at home and in business. Whilst some difficult
decisions have had to be made particularly around the Town Council ending its financial
support to the Walton Market, | am confident that protecting against steep increases to the
finances of local families is an important consideration. | am pleased to see that Walton
Market is set to continue with the support of another organisation and wish them all the very
best.

Some of the highlights of my year has been getting involved in local events. The Mayor often
receives requests from various groups and organisations in the area to attend openings,
awards, competitions etc. If your group or organisation would like the Mayor in attendance
at an event, we have a form on our website where you can make a request. There is no charge
for this, and it can assist in promoting your event.

Here are just a few of the events that | and the Deputy Mayor have been involved with during
the year.

| had the privilege of judging the easter bonnet parade at a seasonal event held at the
Triangle Shopping Centre



| had the honour of laying a wreath at the Remembrance Service at Walton Church with the
Mayoress.
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Getting into the festive spirit of the season at Walton’s Late Night Shopping Event.



‘The Grinch’ was a popular guest at Walton’s Late Night Shopping Event putting smiles on
many children’s faces!
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Deputy Mayor Clir Delyth Miles attended an event by Essex Sight, an organisation supporting
people with sight impairments.
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The Town Council works closely with the local PCSO’s not only through funding their presence
in the area, but also in liaison on community issues and supporting in ways to identify and
reduce crime in the area. Some fellow councillors and | took part in the local Police Chief
Inspector tours of Frinton and Walton, highlighting areas needing additional focus and talking
to residents and business owners to strengthen relationships further. We have a good
working relationship with key stakeholders in Essex Police. We have observed far fewer
incidences of crime in the local area throughout the last year which has been down to
effective policing, communication, and various other initiatives in the local area such as the
offering of a local youth group that one of our Councillors is heavily involved in.
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Multi-agency working with Essex Police, Tendring District Council Community Ambassadors
and Town Councillors — kindly hosted by Walton Forum.
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Engaging with the District Commander for Essex Police in Tendring, Chief Inspector Ella
Latham works closely with the Town Council to understand the challenges faced by residents
and businesses, so optimum policing for the area can be achieved.

Grant Funding

Throughout the current financial year, the Town Council have supported various
organisations through grant funding. Our website has details on how we can support local
organisations whose cause meets with the criteria for funding. Local groups and organisations
are encouraged to explore this and contact the Clerk for support in making their application.

Organisation Date Project Grant Awarded
Naze Protection May 2023 Tree planting at the | 295.00
Society Naze for the
Coronation.
Frinton Business April 2023 Supporting the | 600.00
Group Connaught Avenue
Coronation Party
Frinton In Bloom May 2023 Supporting 2000.00

floral/fauna planting
for inclusion in
Frinton In Bloom
competition entry.

Frinton Business November 2023 Supporting Frinton’s | 1000.00
Group festive late night

shopping event.
Walton Forum December 2023 Supporting Walton’s | 1000.00

festive late night
shopping event.




In May, the Town Council elects its chosen Mayor to represent the Town Council for the next
municipal year. | wish my successor, whoever that may be, all the best.

| will close by once again thanking all of you who have supported me in my role as Mayor for
the last year. Thank you all.

Cllr Paul Clifton

Town Mayor

NB. All photos carry consent for use in the public domain. Photo credits — various contributors,
with thanks.



